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and records a diverse network of architectural monuments, sacred structures, and
pilgrimage sites that reflect the historical depth and cultural complexity of the region.
Particular attention is given to the dynamic relationship between formally established
Islamic architectural traditions and locally rooted, vernacular religious practices that
continue to shape patterns of worship and community identity. The findings reveal that
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Introduction

The Kashkadarya Oasis, located in present-day Uzbekistan, has long been a significant
cultural and administrative center in Central Asia, notably within the Bukhara Emirate. This
historical prominence is materially reflected in its diverse cultural heritage sites, which range
from monumental Islamic architecture to vernacular pilgrimage sites (ziyoratgoh). These
ziyoratgoh, often associated with saint veneration and natural features like springs, form a
complex sacred geography that is central to local identity and religious practice.
While many of these sites are well-known within their communities, they remain under-
documented in formal academic literature. Much of the knowledge concerning their history
and significance is preserved through oral tradition, which, while culturally invaluable,
requires systematic scholarly verification. This study aims to provide a preliminary scientific
inventory of these sites, categorizing them and analyzing their physical and ethnographic
characteristics to establish a baseline for future research in archaeology, architectural history,
and ethnology.
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Methodology
This study is based on a qualitative analysis of data derived from two primary
sources:

1. Direct Field Observation (2020-2024): On-site documentation of a selection of heritage
sites within the Kashkadarya Oasis. Data collected included:

a. Architectural Metrics: Dimensions, construction materials (e.g., baked brick),
and spatial layout.

b. Physical Condition: State of preservation and evidence of recent restoration or
modification.

c. Geospatial Context: Location relative to settlements, water sources, and
topography.

2. Ethnographic Data Collection: Unstructured interviews were conducted with local
residents and site custodians to record:

a. Oral Histories and Toponyms: Local narratives explaining the origin, names,
and significance of the sites.

b. Attributed Functions: Understood historical and contemporary uses (e.g.,
pilgrimage, healing, rituals).

c. Ritual Practices: Reported activities associated with the sites, such as individual
visits, offerings, and annual festivals.

3. Limitation: This study is primarily descriptive and ethnographic. The historical claims
and dating presented are based on local testimony and stylistic analysis rather than
archaeological excavation or archival primary source research, which are essential for
future verification.

Results and Discussion
The surveyed sites were categorized into two main groups: Architectural Complexes
and Ziyoratgoh (Pilgrimage Sites).

Architectural Complexes

Khodoyor Khan Guesthouse and Minaret (Shahrisabz): Part of the city's central
complex initiated by Amir Temur. This grand complex, of which only foundations remain,
was a pinnacle of 15th-century Central Asian architecture. Constructed from brick and
terracotta, it featured vast courtyards and porticoes, signifying the region's importance as an
imperial political and cultural center.

Koson Moyji Mazar Complex (Koson): This complex encompasses several
structures from different periods, including an ancient mausoleum, a pond, and sacred trees.
It is dedicated to the local saint Koson Moyji, recognized as a protector of agriculture and oil
pressing. The site demonstrates the fusion of traditional rural life and religious belief.
Pilgrimage Sites (Ziyoratgoh)

A non-exhaustive inventory of key sites was compiled (see Table 1). The data reveals
several recurring themes:
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a. Toponymic Origins: Many sites and their host villages are named after the venerated
tigure (e.g., Langar-ota, Chambil-ota).

b. Association with Water: A significant number of sites are located at natural springs or
are associated with water-related miracles (e.g., Chambil ota).

c. Funerary and Memorial Function: The core of most ziyoratgoh is a tomb (qabr) or
mausoleum (magqbara), often attributed to a saintly figure ("ota," "bobo").

d. Oral Historical Narratives: Each site is accompanied by a rich body of oral history,
including hagiographies of saints and etiological legends (e.g., the legend of Chambil
ota).

Table 1: Inventory of Select Ziyoratgoh in the Kashkadarya Oasis

Site Name Location Key  Physical Attributed Primary Oral Narrative /

Features Date / Era Function
Langar-ota Langar Ancient Not Center for religious teaching;
village mausoleum, old Specified founded by a saint
tree
Chambil-ota  Chambil Sacred spring, Not Healing saint associated
village tomb, shrine Specified with water; women pray for
fertility and safe pregnancy
Koson Moyji  Koson city ~ Complex: Not Protector of agriculture and
mausoleum, Specified oil pressing
pond, trees
Shamsiddin ~ Shahrisabz ~ Domed 14th Renowned Sufi master and
Kulol mausoleum Century potter;  associated = with
wisdom and craftsmanship
Hazrati Yakkabag Mausoleum at Not Saint of local tribes;
Sulton Bobo  District mountain base  Specified credited with spreading

Islam in the region

The results confirm that the Kashkadarya Oasis possesses a dense and culturally
significant network of heritage sites. The coexistence of formal, dated architecture (Khodoyor
Khan complex) with the extensive landscape of ziyoratgoh illustrates the layered nature of
Islamic practice in Central Asia, which integrates orthodox institutions with localized,
vernacular saint veneration.

The Sacred Geography of the Kashkadarya Oasis

The distribution of ziyoratgoh creates a "sacred geography" where the landscape is
imbued with religious and historical meaning. This network acts as a non-textual historical
record, where toponyms and legends encode memories of settlement, tribal history, and the
Islamization of the region. The frequent association with water sources underscores the
practical and spiritual importance of water in an arid environment, linking saintly baraka
(blessing) with vital resources.
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Oral History as Ethnographic Data

The collected oral histories are not verifiable historical accounts in a positivist sense
but are invaluable as ethnographic data. They represent the "lived heritage" of these sites.
The legend of Chambil ota, for instance, functions as a powerful narrative that reinforces
community values surrounding fertility and motherhood, connecting the physical site to the
social and biological needs of the community.

Conservation and Management Implications

Many sites have undergone community-led restoration. While commendable, this
highlights the need for professional heritage management to balance community values with
principles of historical preservation and archaeological integrity. Sites like the Khodoyor
Khan complex, though partially ruined, represent significant tourist and historical resources
that require sustained conservation efforts.

Conclusion
This study provides a foundational inventory and analysis of the cultural heritage of
the Kashkadarya Oasis. It demonstrates that the region's heritage is a palimpsest, featuring:
1. Formal Islamic architecture from the Timurid and Bukhara Emirate periods.
2. A vast network of vernacular ziyoratgoh deeply embedded in the local landscape and
oral culture.

The information presented, while limited by its reliance on surface observation and
oral testimony, successfully establishes a robust starting point for future research. The
primary contribution of this work is the systematic recording and categorization of these sites,
framing them within an interdisciplinary scholarly discourse.

Recommendations for Future Research:

1. Archaeological Survey and Excavation: Targeted excavations at sites like Langar-ota
could provide material culture evidence and secure chronologies.

2. Archival Research: Investigation of the Bukharan archives could verify historical
tigures, endowment deeds (waqf), and construction dates.

3. Detailed Architectural Histories: In-depth studies of the Khodoyor Khan complex
and other mausolea to place them within the broader context of Central Asian Islamic
architecture.

4. Digital Preservation: Creation of a GIS database to map all documented sites,
integrating spatial data with ethnographic and historical records.
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